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Section 6
Additional CEQA Analysis

This section contains additional environmental analyses required in the State CEQA Guidelines
for environmental impact reports.

6.1 SIGNIFICANT UNAVOIDABLE IMPACTS

An EIR must address any significant effect on the environment that cannot be avoided if the
project is implemented (Public Resources Code Section 21100(b)(2)(B)).

6.1.1 Air Quality

Construction Impacts.  As identified in Section 4.1, impacts to air quality from construction of
the proposed project are significant and would likely still exceed significance thresholds
established by the SCAQMD even with implementation of feasible mitigation measures.  These
construction effects will be temporary and the true magnitude of the emissions will depend on
the contractor and equipment choices made for the each component.  Project phasing will also
influence the total emissions at any given time from project construction – if more than one
element is constructed at the same time, overall project-related emissions would be additive for
the length of the overlap in construction schedules.  Mitigation measures A-1 through A-14 have
been identified to reduce construction-related emissions to the extent feasible.

Operational Impacts.  Operation of the proposed project would result in minor, less than
significant impacts on air quality and in beneficial impacts related to tree planting and mulching.

6.1.2 Biological Resources

Section 4.2 discusses the potential significant adverse impacts on biological resources that may
be present on project sites that could not be surveyed (gravel pits).  If threatened or endangered
plant or animal species are present on the unsurveyed project sites (or New Park on Wentworth
where a focused survey is recommended), disturbance to these species from project construction
could be deemed significant even if authorized by the relevant wildlife agencies.  Significant
unavoidable impacts to biological resources are therefore possible, but not expected, and will be
fully evaluated in subsequent analyses (see Section 4.2.8).  If sensitive resources are found,
project re-design to avoid and protect the sensitive species will be the first consideration.
However, depending on the location of sensitive resources at the sites, if any, project redesign
that avoids the biological resources while still meeting the flood control objective of the project
component may be infeasible.

6.2 SIGNIFICANT, IRREVERSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES

CEQA Guidelines (Sections 15126 and 15127) require that an EIR identify any significant
irreversible changes that would result from project implementation.  Section 15126.2(c) of
CEQA Guidelines provides guidance as to what sorts of changes might be considered
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irreversible.  Such changes include commitment of nonrenewable resources to uses that future
generations will probably be unable to reverse and environmental accidents that could occur as a
result of the project.

No significant, irreversible impacts have been identified for the project.  Construction of the
project components and, to a lesser extent project maintenance, would result in the consumption
of nonrenewable vehicle and equipment fuels.  However, the volume of this fuel use is
considered limited and less than significant.  Additionally, mitigation measure A-14 (Section
4.1) will be considered by the County during the implementation of components with more
extensive construction.  This measure calls for the use of alternative fuel vehicles and equipment
to the extent feasible and would reduce the unavoidable consumption of traditional fossil fuels
from implementation of the project.
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6.3 IMPACTS FOUND TO BE LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT

Table 6-1 summarizes potential environmental impacts of the proposed project found to be less
than significant, as well as beneficial impacts and impacts mitigated to levels of less than
significant, as required by Public Resources Code section 21100(c).

Table 6-1
Summary of Less than Significant Impacts

Less than
Significant

Impact

Topic

B
eneficial Im

pact

N
o M

itigation
Proposed

M
itigation Identified

to Further R
educe

A
dverse E

ffects

Potentially Significant
Im

pact but M
itigation

Identified to R
educe Im

pacts
B

elow
 a L

evel of Significance
Reference

Aesthetics X X Appendix B
(Initial Environmental Study)

Agricultural Resources X Appendix B
Air Quality* X X X Section 4.1
Biological Resources* X X Section 4.2
Cultural Resources X X Section 4.3
Geology and Soils X X Section 4.4
Hazards and Hazardous Materials X X Section 4.5
Hydrology – Drainage and Flooding X X Section 4.6
Hydrology – Water Quality X X X X Section 4.7
Land Use X Appendix B and Section 6.5
Mineral Resources X Appendix B and Section 7.8
Noise X X Section 4.8
Population and Housing X Appendix B
Public Services X X Section 4.9
Recreation X X Section 4.10
Traffic and Transportation X X Section 4.11
Utilities X X Section 4.12
* See also Section 6.1, above.

6.4 GROWTH INDUCING IMPACT

Section 15126.2(d) of the CEQA Guidelines states that an EIR should discuss “…the ways in
which the proposed project could foster economic or population growth, or the construction of
additional housing, either directly or indirectly, in the surrounding environment.”  Growth can be
induced in a number of ways, including through the elimination of obstacles to growth, or
through the stimulation of economic activity within the region.

The proposed project does not involve construction of new homes or businesses and does not
include construction of new, potentially growth-inducing, infrastructure such as roads or potable
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water or wastewater systems.  However, the project does include infiltration of stormwater,
which will increase the volume of available groundwater.  Since no new potable water treatment
or distribution systems are proposed, this element of the project is not considered growth
inducing.  The proposed project would provide flood control benefits to areas that have already
been developed with residential, commercial, and industrial uses.  Therefore, it would not result
in the elimination of obstacles to growth.  No growth inducing impacts would occur.

6.5 CONSISTENCY WITH LOCAL AND AREAWIDE PLANNING

CEQA Guidelines Section 15125(d) requires that EIRs discuss any inconsistencies between the
proposed project and applicable general plans and regional plans.

6.5.1 City of Los Angeles General Plan

The project area for the Watershed Management Plan is within the City of Los Angeles.  The
City of Los Angeles General Plan is the primary document containing goals and policies for
implementing the development and conservation proposals of the City of Los Angeles.  The
General Plan consists of 10 city-wide elements and the land use element for each of the city’s 35
Community Planning Areas.  The project area encompasses two Community Planning Areas –
Sun Valley-La Tuna Canyon and North Hollywood.

Table 6-2 summarizes City of Los Angeles General Plan Land Use Element policies potentially
relevant to the Watershed Management Plan.  Project consistency with each of these policies is
discussed.
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6.5.2 City of Los Angeles Zoning Code

6.5.2.1 Consistency with Zoning Designations

Table 6-3 presents the existing zoning designations of the proposed project sites.  Under some
components of the Watershed Management Plan, privately-owned parcels will be acquired and
developed, which will result in land use changes.  Some of the project components involve
conversion of existing land uses to public parks.  Others involve construction of subsurface
structures or require only minor modifications in site topography, and would not alter the
existing land uses.

Public park is a permitted use in the following zones (citations in parentheses indicate the section
numbers of the City of Los Angeles Municipal Code):  A1 (Sec. 12.05 A4), RA (Sec. 12.07 A4),
M2 (Sec. 12.19 A1), M3, (Sec. 12.20 A1), and OS (Sec. 12.04.05  B1(a)(i)).  Public utilities and
public services uses and structures are permitted uses in the following zones: A, R, C and MR
(Sec. 14.00 A6).  (Definitions for the zone codes are provided in the footnotes to Table 6-2.)

For the majority of the project components, existing land use and zoning designations are
consistent with the proposed uses under the Watershed Management Plan.  For two components,
Power Line Easement and Strathern Pit, the proposed use is not specifically permitted for the
zoning designations present on these sites.  Based on preliminary consultations with the City of
Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, it appears that land use approvals (Conditional
Use Permit (CUP) or zoning variance) could be required for project implementation at these two
sites (B. Quan, pers. comm., 2003).

6.5.2.2 Zoning Supplemental Use District “G” (Surface Mining Districts)

Cal Mat Pit, Sheldon Pit, and Strathern Pit components are located within Zoning Supplemental
Use District “G” (Surface Mining Districts), as established by Section 13.03 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code.  Surface Mining Districts were created to establish safeguards and controls for
production of minerals and to provide for the reclamation of mined lands.  Under the California
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA), all surface mining operations which disturb
more than 1 acre or remove more than 1,000 cubic yards of material are required to have an
approved reclamation plan.  The City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, as the
SMARA lead agency for the project area and in accordance with Section 13.03E and F of the
Los Angeles Municipal Code, reviews applications for mining permits and reclamation plans (or
amendments thereto).  The City Planning Commission has the authority to approve new or
amended reclamation plans.  The California Department of Conservation Office of Mine
Reclamation (OMR) and the State Mining and Geology Board (SMGB) assist local lead agencies
in review and enforcement of SMARA.

Approved reclamation plans for Cal Mat Pit (Conrock and California Portland Cement, 1977)
and Sheldon Pit (Cal Mat Company, 1990) are on file at the Department of City Planning.
Strathern Pit is not listed in OMR’s AB3098 List, which is a quarterly revised list of mines
regulated under SMARA with an approved or pending reclamation plan (OMR, 2003), and no
reclamation plan for Strathern Pit is on file at the Department of City Planning (R. Giron, pers.
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comm., October 2003) or at the California Department of Conservation, OMR (J. Fernandez and
A. Yhnell, pers. comm., 2003).

The reclamation plan for Sheldon Pit presents two options for interim uses: a disposal site for
sand and debris collected behind Hansen Dam and/or by debris dams, or an inert landfill.  With
respect to the final use of the site, the plan states that the following are potential appropriate uses:
regional park and recreation facilities, golf course, outdoor storage facilities, or any other open
space uses.  It should be noted that the reclamation plan for Sheldon Pit is described as a
conceptual plan that does not provide authority to undertake any reclamation activity.

The reclamation plan for Cal Mat Pit states that the potential uses of the site include open space,
industrial/commercial, or recreational uses.  Currently, Cal Mat Pit is operated by Vulcan
Materials Company as an inert landfill under a solid waste facilities permit from the City of Los
Angeles (originally issued by Department of Public Works, now administered by the Department
of Environmental Affairs) (M. Rosen, pers. comm., 2003).

The existing reclamation plans for Cal Mat Pit and Sheldon Pit both consider recreation and
other open space uses as alternative final land uses.  Therefore, the facilities proposed for these
two sites under the Watershed Management Plan (parks with stormwater retention basins) would
not conflict with the existing reclamation plans.  However, if the Department of City Planning, as
lead agency for SMARA, determines that the use of Cal Mat Pit or Sheldon Pit as proposed
under the Watershed Management Plan is a “substantial deviation” from the existing reclamation
plans, an amendment to the existing reclamation plans could be required (State Mining and
Geology Board’s Reclamation Regulations, CCR Section 3502(d)).
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Table 6-3
Zoning Designations and Existing and Proposed Land Uses

of Project Components
Project

Component Existing Use Land Use Proposed
by Project

General Land
Use Designation

Zoning
Designation*

Consistency
with Zoning

Cal Mat Pit Gravel pit
(inactive) Public Park

Open Space and
Very Low
Residential

A1 and RA Consistent

Parking Lot on
Sherman

Commercial
buildings

No change in
aboveground land use

Light
Manufacturing M2 Consistent

Power Line
Easement

LADWP power
line right-of-way

Add parks and/or
landscaped areas in

open spaces between
power line towers

Public Facilities PF
May require

CUP or zoning
variance

Roscoe Elementary
School LAUSD school No change in

aboveground land use Public Facilities PF Consistent

Sheldon Pit

Gravel pit
(inactive); Used
for disposal of

gravel washwater

Public Park Open Space A1 Consistent

Stonehurst
Elementary School LAUSD school No change in

aboveground land use Public Facilities PF Consistent

Stonehurst Park Community park No change in
aboveground land use Open Space OS Consistent

Strathern Pit

Gravel pit
(inactive); Landfill

for inert waste
(active)

Public Park Light
Manufacturing

M2, M3, and
P

May require
CUP or zoning

variance

Sun Valley Middle
School LAUSD school No change in

aboveground land use Public Facilities PF Consistent

Tuxford Green Vacant Landscaped area /
garden Public Facilities PF Consistent

New Park on
Wentworth Vacant Public Park Very Low

Residential RA Consistent

Valley Steam Plant LADWP power
plant

No change in primary
land use Public Facilities PF Consistent

Vulcan Gravel
Processing Plant

Gravel processing
facility

No change in primary
land use

Heavy
Manufacturing M3 Consistent

CUP: Conditional Use Permit
*  Zoning Designations
A1:
M2:

Agricultural
Light Industrial

M3:
OS:

Heavy Industrial
Open Space

P:
PF:
RA:

Automobile Parking
Public Facilities
Suburban

6.5.3 SCAG Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is the metropolitan planning
organization for six southern California counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino,
Riverside, Ventura, and Imperial.  SCAG is mandated by both the federal and state governments
to plan for transportation, growth management, hazardous waste management, and air quality
throughout the region.  As part of its mandate, SCAG develops demographic projections of each
city and unincorporated community within its planning area.  The Regional Comprehensive Plan
and Guide (RCPG), published by SCAG, is intended to serve the region as a framework for
decision-making with respect to the growth and changes that can be anticipated during the next
20 years and beyond (SCAG, 1996).
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Table 6-4 summarizes RCPG policies potentially relevant to the Watershed Management Plan.
As an environmentally beneficial project, the Watershed Management Plan is considered to be
consistent or neutral with regard to RCPG policies.
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